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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to the Applicants' response filed 9/10/08. Claims 7- 
14 are pending in the application. Claims 7 and 1 1 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 7-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Belfiore 
et al.(US 6990513). 
As per claims 7, 1 1 , Belfiore et al. teach 

providing compatibility between new and old versions of a schema that are used for 
defining structures of object and/or data models for storage in a database - col. 12, 
lines 15-67 (the schema and schema services component of the present invention 
provides a foundation for interaction and collaboration on the server federation... the 
schema component defines "core schemas" which are a minimal common schema that 
defines only things that most applications will have in common. The core schemas are 
extendible, such that new schemas describing significant data entities useful for 
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facilitating data interaction and collaboration may be defined and added to the core 
schemas); col. 14, lines 23-65 (schema transformation services allow applications to 
dynamically support new schemas by providing shared mechanisms to recognize data 
and by transforming data in one schema to another schema (downward 
compatible). ..For XML, the schema recognizer service queries the schema store using a 
standard storage query service to determine the schema type, using the XML 
namespaces to narrow the list of possibilities. Examiner interprets the limitation 
"another schema" is the new schema which derived from the version being translated); 
col. 22, lines 27-45 (the event schema is extensible. A strong relationship model based 
on inheritance allows backward (upward) compatible versioninq. Event types have well- 
defined characteristics based on a strong extensible type system. The model is 
protocol independent described using standard XML vocabulary. In addition to event 
schema, various services are modeled ...); col. 28, last paragraph (the data engine is 
the heart of the storage component. . . Built on top of the data engine are various data 
models such as XML data model, a relational data model...); "For XML, the schema 
recognizer service queries the schema store using a standard storage query service to 
determine the schema type..." - col. 14, lines 57-65, thus, schema type can be an 
identification of the version to a first attribute of the old and new versions of the schema. 

wherein such schemas describe data structures, each schema having a namespace, 
type names, and element names - col. 13, lines 1-59; col. 14, lines 54-65 (The schema 
recognizer service receives as input XML data or plain text. For XML, the schema 
recognizer service queries the schema store using a standard storage query service to 
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determine the schema type, using the XML namespaces to narrow the list of possibility); 
col. 22, lines 27-45 (the event schema is extensible. . . allows backward (upward) 
compatible versioning. Event types have well-defined characteristics based on a strong 
extensible type system). 

maintaining the namespace, type names, and element names of each version of the 
schema independent of the version - col. 3, lines 14-55 (schema is a set of rules or 
standards that define how a particular type of data can be structured); col. 14, line 54 to 
col. 15, line 17 (The schema recognizer service receives as input XML data or plain 
text. For XML, the schema recognizer service queries the schema store using a 
standard storage query service to determine the schema type, using the XML 
namespaces to narrow the list of possibilities... Schema persisted in the schema store 
290 may describe the applications, scripts, components , method bindings or data 
sources that can be used to act on or represent a specific schema type . For example, 
and application may provide a standard user interface to display data of specific 
schema type...". Thus, schema's type, namespace are maintained and checked 
instead of the version); col. 23, lines 30-39 (distributed subscriptions to the events in the 
group are represented by objects in the distributed namespace provided by the directory 
component). 

allowing expansion of the types and elements while maintaining the respective type 
names or element names - col. 12, lines 58-64 (the core schemas are extendible); col. 
13, line 32 to col. 14, line 54 (downward compatible: by dynamically support new 
schemas by providing shared mechanisms to recognize data and by transforming data 
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in one schema to another schema); col. 22, lines 27-45 (the event schema is 
extensible... allows backward compatible versioning. Event types have well-defined 
characteristics based on a strong extensible type system); 

accepting without change unexpanded types and elements present in the old version of 
the schema into the new version of the schema so that by maintaining the namespace, 
type names, and element names the new and the old schema versions are both upward 
compatible and downward compatible - col. 13, line 32 to col. 14, line 49 (a core 
schema type is equivalent to an old version of the schema; downward compatible: by 
dynamically support new schemas by providing shared mechanisms to recognize data 
and by transforming data in one schema to another schema); col. 22, lines 27-45 (the 
event schema is extensible. . . allows backward (upward) compatible versioning. Event 
types have well-defined characteristics based on a strong extensible type system). 

As per claims 8, 12, Belfiore teaches 

wherein a calendar date indicative of the new or old version can be assigned via a 
second attribute for each version of the schema - col. 12, lines 47-54; col. 42, lines 5- 
25; col. 45, lines 7-18. 



As per claims 9-10, 13-14, Belfiore teaches 
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wherein the old and new versions of the same schemas are described by an extensible 
markup language - col. 13, line 32 to col. 14, line 65. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 9/10/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Examiner explained further above where limitations are interpreted in 
associating with the prior art. However, Examiner also considered Applicant's 
arguments but the claims' limitations are broad and that the prior art does disclose the 
claims' limitations. Belfiorre's teaching of "core schema" in cols. 13-14 can be 
interpreted as an old version of schema, and "extended version" which can be in 
different types of schemas being translated can be interpreted as a new version of 
schema. Applicant is hereby notified that although the claims are interpreted in light of 
the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In 
re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LINH BLACK whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4106. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trujillo can be reached on 571-272-3677. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



LINH BLACK 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2169 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2169 



